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love you. That is part of the mystery of 
Jesus and the celebration that we have here 
this morning as we come to pray for our 
leaders and for our world. 

At this time I would to ask Senator 
Lieberman to come forward and lead us in 
our benediction. (Applause.) 

Senator LIEBERMAN. Thank you. Let us 
pray. 

I pray, Lord, that you will open my lips, 
that I may declare your praise. We love you, 
Lord, because we come before you with a per-
fect faith that you will hear our prayer. And 
we have that faith not because of our con-
fidence in our righteousness but because of 
our trust in your mercy. 

Lord, thank you for waking us up this 
morning, restoring our souls to our bodies, 
bringing us to this place, but the destination 
we seek is a unified one, Lord, and it is you. 
You are the source of our lives, of our prin-
ciples, of our purpose. We thank you for all 
that you have done for us. And as the Presi-
dent said so beautifully and compellingly 
and truthfully, for reasons that only impress 
us with our imperfection, so often our at-
tempts to reach you have divided us. 

But today, the spirit in this room is yours; 
in the Hebrew, Shekinah, the spirit of God, is 
here and it brings us together in a character-
istically American way, in a way that the 
founders of this country understood, and 
they expressed in the very first paragraph by 
which they declared their independence that 
they held certain truths to be self-evident 
and that the first of these was that the 
rights they were granting us came from you; 
they were not the work of philosophers or 
lawers or politicians, but were the endow-
ment we received from you, our creator. 

Lord, we thank you for the leaders who are 
here, the speakers who are here who have 
shared their faith with us. We ask your pray-
ers, especially on the leaders of our country, 
the President and Vice President and their 
devoted and gifted wives. We pray particu-
larly today for the President of the United 
States. We thank you for the gifts you have 
given him of intellect, of judgment, of com-
passion, of communication, that have en-
abled him to be such a successful leader of 
our country and have raised up so many peo-
ple in this country to a better life and have 
brought him to a point where people around 
the world depend on him, put their hopes in 
him. 

And Lord, may I say a special prayer at 
this time of difficulty for our President, that 
you hear his prayers, that you help him in 
the work he is doing with his family and his 
clergy, that you accept his atonement in the 
spirit in which David spoke to the prophet 
and said, ‘‘I am distressed. Let me put my 
faith not in human hands but in the hands of 
God, who is full of abundant mercy.’’ 

So, Lord, we pray that you will not only 
restore his soul and lead him in the paths of 
righteousness for your name’s sake, but help 
us join with him to heal the breach, begin 
the reconciliation and restore our national 
soul so that we may go forward together to 
make this great country even greater and 
better. 

And I pray, Lord, too, for all the leaders 
from around the world who are here. And in 
the spirit that the President himself in-
voked, I want to reach out particularly to 
Chairman Arafat and Abu Mazin and Leah 
Rabin and her children, and to do so in the 
spirit of unity that fills this room, but also 
in the recollection and remembrance of the 
truth, that Abraham, with whom you en-
tered the covenant that gave birth to at 
least three of the great religions that are 

here today, that Abraham loved his son 
Ishmael as he did his son Isaac. And we pray 
that you will bring that truth to Chairman 
Arafat and the leaders of Israel and you will 
guide them in the paths of peace so that 
their children and grandchildren may truly 
one day not just live in peace but sit to-
gether, as Dr. King evoked in all of us, at the 
table of brotherhood and sisterhood. 

So, Lord, as we leave this place, we pray 
that you will take us by the hand and lead us 
home, but let us not leave here the spirit of 
unity and purpose that has filled this room. 
Let us resolve, each of us in our own way, to 
work to honor your name, to bring us closer 
each day to the realization of the prophet’s 
vision, ‘‘when the valleys will be exalted and 
the hills and mountains made low, when the 
rough spots will be made straight and the 
glory of the Lord will fill the earth, and all 
flesh will see it and experience it.’’ On that 
day, Lord, your name will truly be one and 
your children will be one. 

Amen. (Applause.) 

Representative LARGENT. Thank you, Sen-
ator Lieberman. 

Ladies and gentlemen, this concludes the 
47th National Prayer Breakfast. 

Thank you all for being with us here this 
morning. Let’s leave today and live out the 
principles Jesus taught about loving one an-
other, loving our God with all our heart, soul 
and mind. Thank you, and have a good morn-
ing. 
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ACCREDITATION OF THE OAK 
PARK FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 16, 1999 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, on Au-
gust 26, 1999 the Village of Oak Park Fire De-
partment was awarded the title ‘‘Accredited 
Fire Department’’ by the Commission on Fire 
Accreditation International (C.F.A.I.). 

The Oak Park Fire Department is only the 
third fire department in the State of Illinois and 
one of only 21 departments in the United 
States and Canada to achieve such accredita-
tion. 

Fire Chief Gerald Beeson and the other 
members of the department worked to com-
plete their application for over 2 years. 

Chief Beeson told the Wednesday Journal, 
‘‘Those who review applications—members of 
the International Association of Fire Chiefs 
and the International Association of City and 
County Managers—look at all facets of fire 
service, including departmental aspects like 
training and response time and on the village 
side like finances and codes.’’ 

The accreditation is a benchmark, a set of 
standards, Oak Park can use to judge the 
quality of their fire protection service. The de-
partmental achievement is a credit to all of 
Oak Park’s fire fighters and we salute them for 
their outstanding accomplishment. 

THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FALL OF THE BERLIN WALL, 
THE PEOPLE OF BELARUS ARE 
STILL BEING OPPRESSED BY AU-
THORITARIAN DICTATOR 

HON. SAM GEJDENSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 16, 1999 

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to in-
troduce a resolution on the gravity of the polit-
ical and economic situation in Belarus. I be-
lieve it’s time for U.S. Congress to express 
strong opposition to the continued egregious 
violations of human rights and the lack of 
progress toward the establishment of democ-
racy and the rule of law in Belarus and call on 
President Alexandr Lukashenka to engage in 
negotiations with the representatives of the 
opposition and to restore the constitutional 
rights of the Belarusian people. 

While the U.S. and Europe are marking the 
10 year anniversary of the fall of the Berlin 
Wall, President Lukashenka is building a new 
wall between Belarus and democracy and try-
ing to isolate Belarus by using old Soviet and 
Stalinist tactics of misinformation and intimida-
tion. The people of Belarus have experienced 
a great deal of suffering over the years—as 
the victims of the Nazis, of Stalin, and of the 
Chernobyl disaster. I visited Belarus several 
months ago and it is clear to see that the peo-
ple of Belarus are still getting a bad deal— 
again at the hands of their leadership. 

In the fall of 1996, President Lukashenka 
used bogus tactics to impose a new constitu-
tion on Belarus, to abolish the existing par-
liament and replace it with a rubber-stamp leg-
islature, and to illegally extend his presidential 
term. Although Lukashenka says that his gov-
ernment is willing to enter into negotiations 
with the opposition, his actions indicate the 
opposite. Lukashenka has created a climate of 
fear in Belarus, along the lines of Stalin’s and 
Hitler’s regimes, which he admires. He has 
targeted the opposition, non-governmental or-
ganizations, and the independent media. Op-
position figures have disappeared; inde-
pendent newspapers are fighting for survival; 
and those Belarusians who are brave enough 
to publicly protest Lukashenka’s rule, get 
thrown into prison on trumped up charges. 

Lukashenka is pushing his country deeper 
and deeper into an economic abyss. Prices re-
main under state control, and there has been 
no privatization to speak of. The average 
monthly wage is somewhere around $30 a 
month, and many people rely on subsistence 
farming in a backyard plot to feed their fami-
lies. 

We in the U.S. Congress have a moral re-
sponsibility to promote democracy and support 
economic development in Belarus. This reso-
lution condemns the current Belarusian regime 
and calls for immediate dialogue between 
President Lukashenka and the Consultative 
Council of Belarusian opposition and the res-
toration of a civilian, democratically-elected 
government in Belarus, based on the rule of 
law, and an independent judiciary. The resolu-
tion urges President Lukashenka to respect 
the human rights of all Belarusian citizens, in-
cluding those members of the opposition who 
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